. Further studies are required to determine the best approach for infusion of thawed CBUs, which control for the conditioning regimen (ablative vs nonablative) and GVHD prophylaxis, and monitor platelet engraftment as days to 50 000 per mm 3 . The decision to wash a CBU should be dependent upon a number of factors. First, the method used to process the CBU prior to cryopreservation should be taken into consideration. Although most cord blood banks volumereduce CBUs by removing red blood cells and plasma, this is not a universal practice. There are currently no published data demonstrating that whole-blood CBUs perform better or worse than volume-reduced CBUs with regard to engraftment and/or survival. A whole-blood CBU may be the best option in a given situation and would require washing upon thawing to remove excessive cell debris and free hemoglobin. Second, the effects of DMSO and cell lysis products upon infusion must be evaluated for each recipient, particularly children. When performed carefully (and using the method recommended by the cord blood bank), cell loss can be minimized to 10-15% following a washing procedure. This requires training and ongoing practice at the transplant facility to maintain proficiency. Furthermore, washing protocols can vary substantially from lab to lab even when based on a single published method. The laboratory performing the thawing procedure should have the opportunity to validate the procedure using 'practice' units provided by the cord blood bank of origin prior to obtaining the actual CBU intended for transplant.
Each transplant program should evaluate their own data for cell recovery (including CD34 cell dose) using validated thawing procedures and then develop an algorithm based on cell dose, DMSO concentration, volume, and cell lysis contamination to determine when a CBU should be washed vs infused directly after thawing.
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